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FIELD TECHNIQUES LABORATORY 2 - BIRD BANDING
INTRODUCTION


Bird banding projects within the United States are carried out under the auspices of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bird Banding Laboratory (BBL) in Laurel, Maryland.  Banding involves attaching numbered aluminum leg bands (distributed by the BBL) to one leg of a bird.  Bands vary in size and each bird species is assigned an appropriately sized band.  After banding, the bird is released at the capture site in hopes of later recapturing it.  Additional morphometric data, such as mass, wing chord length, tarsus length, culmen (bill) length, tail length, and visible fat scores are often obtained at the time of banding and provide important additional information about the bird in hand.


Bird banding can provide valuable information about population sizes (through capture-recapture analysis), life history strategies, migratory routes, and breeding and wintering areas.  Over 30 million birds have been banded in North America since the inception of this program in 1920 and approximately 1 million more are banded each year.  Over 2 million "returns" of banded birds have been reported to the BBL.  The BBL maintains a computerized database containing data on species, sex, banding locality, treatment of the bird, and banding date for all birds banded in the United States.  A similar database exists for Canada.  Returns of banded birds are also included in this computerized database.  This information is available to interested researchers pending a formal request.

LABORATORY


In this laboratory, we will capture birds by mist-net and band them.  We will also record several morphometric measurements (mass, wing chord, tarsus length, tail length, and visible fat scores) on the bird in hand.  Each student will be responsible for filling out the attached data sheet, including banding and morphometric data (i.e., weights and measurements), and turning it in following our last banding effort.

